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[bookmark: _Hlk162443951][bookmark: _Hlk42249184][bookmark: _Hlk50724384]Communication and Collaboration Committee Meeting
September 11, 2026
DRAFT Meeting Minutes

Action Items:
· Ms. Viramontes-Nhan and Ms. England will provide a more comprehensive update on the specific potential impacts of removing references to the integration mandate at a future Communication and Collaboration committee meeting.

1.  Call to Order 

2.  Introductions
Roque Alas Bucton – C and C Chair/SILC Member
Chris Fitzgerald – SILC Member/C and C Member
Shapree Carrie – Independent Living, Assistive Technology, and Traumatic Brain Injury Section (ILATS) Manager, Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) 
Mike Valencia – Grant Analyst, DOR 
Carrie England – SILC Executive Director
Allison Viramontes-Nhan – SILC Legislative Specialist
Danielle Hess – SILC Office Manager 

3.  Public Comment
None

4.  SILC Member Updates
None

5.  Approval of the Draft Minutes from August 14, 2026, Communication and Collaboration Committee Meeting
Quorum was not available at this meeting, so minutes were held for future approval. 

6.  Legislation Update
a. Legislative Items for Review
September 30 is the last day for the Governor to Sign or Veto Bills, passed by the Legislature. The Legislature is in recess starting August 31, so any bills not passed out of both houses are now considered dead. 

There were 1,846 bills (1,263 Assembly Bills and 583 Senate Bills) introduced for the 2026 session. As of Wednesday, there has not been an official count of how many bills were enrolled and sent to the Governor’s office.


i. For Consideration Bills
There are no bills currently for consideration to be added to the SILC Legislative Watchlist. 

ii. Watchlist Bills
Assembly Bills (2 Bills)
· AB 1561 (Krell) Medi-Cal: complex rehabilitation technology. STATUS: 2/3/26 Referred to Assembly Health Committee
· AB 2081 (Stefani) Medi-Cal: Home and Community-Based Alternatives Waiver. STATUS: 8/28/26 Senate amendments concurred in. To Engrossing and Enrolling.

Senate Bills (2 Bills)
· SB 84 (Niello) Disability access: construction-related accessibility claims: notice of violation and opportunity to correct. STATUS: 6/18/25 From Committee with author’s amendments. Read second time and amended. Re-referred to Assembly Judiciary Committee.
· SB 837 (Reyes) Disaster and emergency preparedness. STATUS: 6/30/26 From Assembly Emergency Management Committee: Do pass and re-refer to Assembly Appropriations Committees with the recommendation to send to the Consent Calendar.

b. Legislative Items for Consideration from SILC Members

c. Current Events and Updates

d. [bookmark: _Hlk191043851]Discussion on National Topics
Ms. Viramontes-Nhan shared updates on the lawsuit filed in September 2024 by 17 states, called Texas v. Becerra. This lawsuit argued that Section 504 is unconstitutional and should be eliminated but was eventually withdrawn after public backlash. The broader case, Texas v. Kennedy, is still being pursued and challenges updates to Section 504 regulations finalized in 2024 under President Biden. Specifically, they seek to have all references to a “most integrated setting” removed from the United States Health and Human Services’ regulations related to Section 504. The United State Department of Justice has filed a motion asking the court to file an order removing these references. 

Ms. Viramontes-Nhan did clarify that the resolution does not change longstanding law that interpreted the requirements of Section 504 or the ADA. It also does not change the ADA or Section 504 itself. Only Congress can change the law. However, advocates have raised concern regarding this resolution, citing that rights mean less when the federal government refuses to enforce them. A combined statement from national disability organizations, including the ACLU, Justice in Aging, and DREDF, strongly and unequivocally condemns the actions of the US DOJ and HHS, noting that the resolution continues the federal government’s abandonment of its duty to enforce the right of people with disabilities to live in their own homes and communities.

Mr. Alas Bucton asked about the formal definition of “vacate” in this situation, and Ms. Viramontes-Nhan replied that in this case it would require removal of all references to the “most-integrated setting” or “community integration”. Ms. Viramontes-Nhan and Ms. England will provide a more comprehensive update on the specific potential impacts of removing references to the integration mandate at a future Communication and Collaboration committee meeting.

7.  Advocacy and Collaborations – Request from Members or Partner Organizations
Mr. Alas Bucton asked about the process for asking an organization to come speak to the committee, and Ms. England clarified that it is done by making a request to the C and C Committee, and the Committee will approve it based on its relation to the current SPIL.

Mr. Alas Bucton recommended inviting The Kelsey, an organization which builds affordable and accessible housing, to speak on the potential SPIL topic of housing. Ms. England responded that if housing is selected by the SILC as one of the SPIL Priorities, the C and C Committee would identify what information they could share that would inform SILC Members in writing the SPIL.

a. [bookmark: _Hlk191043871]Youth Leadership Forum for Students with Disabilities (YLF)
Ms. Hess shared that some YLF 2026 participants will be speaking at the next SILC meeting, and she will report on some of the findings from the surveys given to delegates and staff. 

Mr. Alas Bucton asked if there are any posts on the YLF YouTube Channel, and Ms. Hess shared that there is the 2026 recap and sponsor acknowledgement video, and they will post more as videos are edited. 

8.  Summary of Activities Requiring Follow-Up at Next Meeting
a. [bookmark: _Hlk172631316]Next Meeting November 13, 2026 (October Communication and Collaboration Committee Meeting Canceled in Favor of the SILC Full Council Meeting in October)

9.  Adjourn
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