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[bookmark: _Hlk42249184][bookmark: _Hlk50724384]State Plan for Independent Living Committee Meeting
January 12, 2026
DRAFT Meeting Minutes

Action Items:
· SILC Staff will propose that the Funding Formula and Equity Committee meet before the SPIL meeting. 
· The SPIL Committee will bring forward their proposal for allocating the funds from last year's Title VIIB Grant. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Introductions
Brandi Bluel – SPIL Chair/Executive Director, Resources for Independent Living (RIL)
Jose Solorzano – SPIL Vice-Chair
Susan Rotchy – SILC Chair/SPIL Member/Executive Director, Independent Living Center of Solano and Contra Costa County (ILCSCC) 
Alan Cruz – SPIL Member/Dayle McIntosh Center for the Disabled (DMC) 
Eddie Morgan – SPIL Member/Executive Director, Tri-County Independent Living, Inc. (TCIL)
Hector Ochoa – SPIL Member/California Resource Services for Independent Living (CRS-IL)
Chris Fitzgerald – SILC Member
Sarah Harris – Chief, Independent Living, Assistive Technology, and Traumatic Brain Injury Section (ILATS), Department of Rehabilitation (DOR)
Mike Valencia – Grant Administrator, DOR
Justin Freitas – Deputy Director, Administration, DOR 
Michael Galvan – Retired, Former ILC ED
Ted Jackson – Chief Executive Officer, Marin Center for Independent Living (MCIL) 
Keith Miller – Executive Director, Communities Actively Living Independent & Free (CALIF) 
Carrie England – SILC Executive Director
Allison Viramontes-Nhan – SILC Legislative Specialist
Danielle Hess – SILC Office Manager 


3. Public Comment
None

4. SILC Member Updates
None

5. [bookmark: _Hlk181604702]Approval of Minutes from November 17, 2025, SPIL Committee Meeting 
Mr. Morgan motioned for approval of the Draft Minutes from November 17, 2025, and Mr. Cruz seconded the motion. This passed unanimously through a roll call vote.  

6. 2025-2027 SPIL Updates 
a. SPIL Funding Formula and Equity Work Group Updates from SILC Staff
The SPIL FF/E Work Group will meet this afternoon, and staff members will describe the survey results so the group can determine next steps. They will be asked to change their meeting time to be before the full SPIL meeting, so they can report more timely activities. 

b. DOR Updates
Ms. Harris reported that the Transition and Diversion grant has been fully encumbered. There are no further updates on current SPIL projects because of a focus on providing information about funds remaining from last year’s grant. 

c. Reallocation of Funds Remaining from Last Year’s Grant to the SILC
i. DOR Report of Dollar Amount of Remaining Funds from Last Year's Grant to the SILC
Although a final account of the amount remaining from last year’s grant was not available, it is estimated that there will be approximately $21639 remaining from the Tier Augmentation grants and $26,311 from the Systems Change grant. There are five remaining invoices for the Transition and Diversion program, and they are awaiting final numbers from the SILC for FY2024/2025. DOR expects to be able to provide final numbers by the end of the week. 

ii. SILC Needs
Ms. England described the SILC’s need for $8,000 to fully fund activities for FY2025/2026. The SILC was informed of an increase in costs for accounting from DGS after it was already too late to cancel the in-person SILC meeting in August 2025. Mr. Morgan and Ms. Bluel both spoke in support of this allocation. 


iii. Independent Living (IL) Network Needs
Ted Jackson asked that the $26,000 remaining from the Systems Change grant be allocated to the MCIL Systems Change grant. This would be used to enhance their planned Independent Living Conference. 

Members brought up additional ideas, such as providing training grants or employment services, but it was determined that those would not fall under current SPIL activities and would require a time-intensive amendment. 

There was support for some portion of the funds to be allocated for Transition and Diversion grants. 

Mr. Solorzano motioned for $8,000 to be allocated to the SILC, $26,000 to the MCIL Systems Change Grant, and the remainder to the Transition and Diversion Fund, and Mr. Morgan seconded the motion. This passed unanimously through a roll call vote.  

This will be brought to the SILC Executive Committee for a final vote, and then the wishes of the council will be communicated to DOR to carry them out. 

7. 2028-2030 SPIL Development
a. Needs Assessment
The Needs Assessment has been completed and is currently being translated into Spanish and Simplified Chinese. Once these are completed, and no later than the second week of February, the surveys will be shared widely with Independent Living partners. 

8. Summary of Activities Requiring Follow-Up at Next Meeting 
a. Next Meeting Scheduled for February 9, 2026 (February SPIL Committee Meeting Rescheduled due to the Presidents’ Day Holiday)

9. Adjourn
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